GHALGROVE  FIELD.     HIS  DEATH
the outposts of London. When the army had assem-
bled on Turnham Green, it was found to be twenty-
four thousand strong, now well furnished and in high
spirits. The Earl of Holland was Marshal for the day,
and under his ordering the Puritan arms presented a
spectacle more impressive than anything the war had
yet seen. Essex himself was with a company of horse,
supported by a long line of county colonels with their
troops, Arthur Goodwin among them, all bright in
their orange scarves. Behind them were drawn up
the foot regiments, wearing their distinctive colours,
headed by the colonels and standard-bearers, and each
supported by a detachment of the city bands.
With the drums in readiness to beat the advance,
Essex and his commanders drew up their plan of
action. A strong force, with Hampden's regiment in
the van, was to proceed by way of Acton, and place
itself in a position to attack the King from the rear,
while Essex advanced upon his front. Again it was an
admirable conception, and again Essex defeated his
own strategy. Whitelock was with Hampden, and
he tells that when they had gone a mile or two on their
way they were observed by the enemy with manifest
signs of concern. Charles realised what was happen-
ing, and did not at all like the manner of it. And then
at that moment Hampden saw one of the General's
staff officers in pursuit. The decision to divide the
forces had been cancelled, and by an order from Essex
Hampden was at once to rejoin the main army with
his men. c At which/ says Whitelock, * we were
exceedingly troubled and wondered how this should
come to pass, that we should be recalled and lose so
great an advantage against the enemy, and it was
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